
Websites

There are quite a few Scottish organizations in Hawai‘i.  
Please be aware that websites are subject to change, but 
were current as of this printing.

http://www.scotsinhawaii.org  
The Caledonian Society of Hawai‘i

http://www.lava.net/~cpdh/  
Celtic Pipes and Drums of Hawai‘i

http://www.scotshawaii.org  
Hawaiian Scottish Assn

http://www.mauiceltic.com  
Maui Celtic

http://www.rscdshawaii.org  
Royal Scottish Country Dance Society            of Hawai‘i

http://www.saintandrewsocietyofhawaii.com  
The Saint Andrew Society of Hawai‘i

Did you know?

Princess Ka‘iulani was half Scottish. Her father was 
Archibald Scott Cleghorn and her mother was Princess 
Miriam Likelike. Capt. James Cook was also half Scottish. 
His father was a Scottish carpenter.

Robert Louis Stevenson, a Scotsman and one of the most 
famous visitors to reside in Hawai‘i, was a neighbor and good 
friend to the Cleghorns. He was a member of the Scottish 
Thistle Club, a social club which was organized in Honolulu 
in 1891. This club remained active until the early 1920’s.

Robert Crichton Wyllie, a Scottish immigrant who arrived 
in Hawai‘i in 1844, became the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
for the Hawaiian Kingdom. He named Princeville, on 
Kaua‘i, in honor of 4-year-old Prince Albert of Hawai‘i.

Love’s Bakery, formerly known as Love’s Biscuit & Bread 
Company, was established in 1851 by a Scottish immigrant 
named Robert Love.

Alexander Young, a native of Scotland, established the 
Alexander Young Hotel, which at one time was one of 
Honolulu’s most famous buildings (1903-1981).

Before it was sold in 1938, the MacDonald Hotel, located 
where Maryknoll High School now stands, was a favorite 
meeting place for single Scotsmen in Honolulu.
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T his bibliography of material relating 
to the Scottish in Hawai‘i is the 
eleventh in a series of bibliographies 

about the ethnic groups that constitute the 
people of Hawai‘i. These titles are available 
at the Hawai‘i and Pacific Section of the 
Hawai‘i State Library, 478 South King Street, 
Honolulu, HI 96813.
	 Many of the early Western explorers 
and visitors to the Hawaiian Islands 
were Scottish. Immigrants from Scotland 
began settling in Hawai‘i in the late 1800’s and early 
1900’s. So many eventually came to the Hāmākua Coast 
on the Big Island that it was known as the “Scotch Coast.” 
In the latest U.S. Census for the year 2000, over 22,000 
people in Hawai‘i claim Scottish or Scots-Irish ancestry.

H	 Speaking of Scots in Hawaii, by The Scot in 		
325.241	 Hawaii Project Committee. The Caledonian 
C	 Society of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI, 1986. See also

the companion volume: Index to oral histories 
of the Scot in Hawaii project. RH 016.32524 I 

H	 The story of Scots in Hawai‘i, edited by Rhoda 
325.241	 E.A. Hackler. The Caledonian Society of 
St 	 Hawai‘i, Honolulu, HI, 2000.

H	 Musics of Hawai‘i: “It all comes from the 
784.4	 heart,” an anthology of musical traditions in
M	 Hawai‘i, ed. by Lynn J. Martin. The State 

Foundation on Culture and the Arts, Folk Art 
Program, Honolulu, HI, 1994. See pages 91-93 
for Scottish music.

H	 ‘Upoho uka nui ‘o Kekokia (Scotland’s great 
788.49	 Highland bagpipe) = the story of bagpipes, 
Sp	 bagpipers, and bagpipe bands in Hawai‘i with 

accounts of King Kalakaua’s visit to Scotland, 
by Hardy Spoehr. Ki‘ilea Publishing Company, 
Honolulu, HI, 2004.

H	 John Cameron’s odyssey, by John Cameron.  
910.4	 Transcribed by Andrew Farrell. The MacMillan
C14	 Company, New York, 1928. John Cameron, born 

in Scotland in 1850, writes of his visits to the 
Hawaiian Islands in the 1880’s.



H	 A voyage round the world from 1806 to 1812; 
910.4 	 in which Japan, Kamschatka, the Aleutian
Ca	 Islands, and the Sandwich Islands were 

visited, by Archibald Campbell.University of 
Hawaii Press for the Friends of the Library 
of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI, 1967. Archibald 
Campbell was born at Wynford, near Glasgow, 
Scotland in 1787. Chapters 8-10 describe his 
1809 visit to the Hawaiian Islands.

H	 With Lord Byron and the Sandwich Islands
919.69	 in 1825, being extracts from the MS diary of 
M 	 James Macrae, Scottish botanist. Petroglyph 		
	 Press, Hilo, HI, 1972.

H	 A Scottish-Hawaiian story: the Purvis family
929.2	 in the Sandwich Islands, by Nancy Oakley
H	 Hedemann. Published by the author, 1994.

H	 A Scotsman views Hawaii: an 1852 log of a 
996.9	 cruise of the Emily Bourne, by John Shedden 
D	 Davis. Transcribed and edited by D.E. Livingston-

Little, with annotation by Edward Joesting. 
Reprinted from Journal of the West, April 1970.

H	 Governor Cleghorn, Princess Kaiulani and 
996.9	 Ainahau; recollections of a gracious era in 
Wo 	 Hawaii’s history, by Dorothea Woodrum. Island 
	 Development Corp., Honolulu, HI, 1964.

H	 The island of Hawaii: from sail to space, by 
996.91	 Scott C.S. Stone. Page 117 has a short description
S	 of Scottish immigration to the Big Island of 		
	 Hawai‘i. The Donning Co., Virginia Beach, VA, 		
	 1997.

H	 Tales of the forbidden island of Ni‘ihau, by 
996.942	 Lawrence Kainoahou Gay. Topgallant Publishing
G	 Co., Honolulu, 1981. Tells the story of how the

Gay and Sinclair family of Scottish immigrants 
came to purchase the island of Ni‘ihau from 
King Kamehameha V in 1864.

H	 Traveler in a vanished landscape: the life and
B	 times of David Douglas, botanical explorer, by
Douglas	 William Morwood. Charles N. Potter, Inc., New

York, 1973. David Douglas, born in the Scottish 
village of Scone in 1799, died under mysterious 
circumstances in a pit while working on the Big 
Island of Hawai‘i in 1834.

H	 Stevenson in Hawaii, by Sister Martha Mary 
B 	 McGaw. University of Hawaii Press, Honolulu, 
Stevenson	HI, 1950. Robert Louis Stevenson, one of the

most famous Scotsmen to visit Hawai‘i, first 
arrived in 1889.

Newspaper articles

“Culinary wonder vital to Scot heritage,” by Catherine 
Enomoto. Heritage Week wouldn’t be the same without 
haggis. The article includes recipes for haggis, crab soup, 
and Scottish shortbread. Honolulu Star-Bulletin, March 
29, 1989, page E1.

“Dressed to kilt: for people of Scottish heritage, wearing 
one is a formal link to the past,” by Burl Burlingame. 
Complete with photos labeling the different parts of 
traditional Scottish attire. Honolulu Star-Bulletin, March 
31, 1994, page B1.

“Highland Games,” by Burl MacBurlingame. Traditional 
sporting competitions are part of the 15th annual Hawaiian 
Scottish Festival. Honolulu Star-Bulletin, March 28, 1996, 
page D1.

“Famous Scotsmen in Hawaii,” by Elisha Rosanova.  A 
brief discussion of three of Scotland’s most famous visitors 
to Hawai‘i: Alexander Campbell, Robert Wyllie, and 
Robert Louis Stevenson. Honolulu Star-Bulletin, Jan. 25, 
1958, page 6.

“Kalakaua also paid a visit to Scotland,” by Bob Dye.  In 
September of 1881, King Kalakaua visited Scotland on his 
trip around the world. Honolulu Star-Bulletin, December 
8, 1991, page G1. For a comtemporary story from King 
Kalakaua’s day, see Pacific Commercial Advertiser, 
October 29, 1881, page 2.

Magazine articles

“The games Big Islanders play.” Accompanied by many 
black-and-white photographs, this article chronicles the 
history of the Hawaiian-Scottish Games, a celebration held 
on and off since 1903 on the Big Island. Hawaii Business, 
December 1975, pp. 84-86.

“Plaid is beautiful,” by Sally McCracken. The Scottish 
in Hawai‘i prepare to celebrate Robert Burns’ birthday. 
Honolulu magazine, January 1972, pp. 41-41, 50.

“The Scots in Hawai‘i,” by Scott C.S. Stone. A concise 
and interesting account of the migration from Scotland 
to Hawai‘i, and the Scottish contribution to the islands.
Honolulu magazine, November 1989, pp. 118-119, 164-165.

“Scots-Hawaiians hail the chief,” by Betsy Hobbs. Dame 
Flora MacLeod, first woman chieftain of the clan MacLeod, 
visits the islands of Maui, O‘ahu, and the Big Island of 
Hawai‘i. Paradise of the Pacific, 1956 Annual, pp. 32-33, 98.


